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Matrix for Correlations Between Fertility and Open Interval
shows the percentage decline of 16% to 17% in the GFR and TFR in the 56 countries with multiple surveys, over an average period of 17 years. Changes in the "a" and "b" values, at 13% and 11%, have been basically similar. The "a" value estimates the proportion of women in the first interval, i.e. the level at the start of the curve. The decline was from about 42% to about 37% of women in that interval (first column). The change in the "b" value, indicates a softening in the slope of the curve, with fewer women at the start and more toward the longest intervals. (The R2 values hardly changed at all, most being well above 0.900.)
The search for summary measures of the full 15-year distribution of intervals can use the "a" and "b" values, along with such others as the percentage of intervals less than one year, two years, etc. Succinct summary measures can be employed to examine such determinants as age, family size, and residence, along with contraceptive use, intention to use, and unmet need. Separately, a study of the rapidity of change within individual countries is of interest.
The two summary measures, "a" and "b", appear in the following table; it pertains to the 74 countries used above and includes the latest surveys for those countries, plus 56 more for the earliest surveys in countries having multiple surveys, making 130 total. The table gives the R2 correlations between the "a" and "b" values, and also includes the general fertility rate (GFR) and the total fertility rate (TFR). Anyone can generate the full estimated curve along the X-axis of 15 years by plugging the "a" and "b" values into the equation for any country. 
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